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The  remarkable  Story  of  wrestling  Jacoby  explain¬ 
ed  atid  improved^  in  a  Itclurey  by  Mraham 


Scott. 

(rontinued  from  pagfo  146.) 

4.  At  this  time  Jacob  stood  in  great 
need  of  the  divine  blessing.  In  his  present 
situation  this  was  his  only  refuge  :  Esau, 
who  had  vowed  his  destruction,  was  com¬ 
ing  to  meet  him  with  four  hundred  armed 
men,  full  of  that  wrath  and  indignation 
which  he  had  harboured  in  his  breast  for 
twenty  years :  and  Jacob  having  his  wives 
and  children,  his  flocks  and  herds  about 
him,  was  too  weak  to  fight,  and  too  cum¬ 
bersome  to  fly.  In  such  a  state,  unless  he 
could  obtain  the  divine  blessing,,  he  had 
nothing  to  expect  but  an  indiscriminate 
massacre,  and  a  total  destruction.  In 
such  circumstances  he  might  have  said, 
^^in  vain  is  the  help  of  man.’^  The  bless¬ 
ing  therefore  of  a  man  of.  like  passions 
with  himself,  could  not  be  what  he  was 
seeking  for ;  because  it  could  not  have 
answered  the  purpose ;  it  could  neither 
have  disarmed  Esau  of  his  resentment, 
nor  have  delivered  Jacob  out  of  his  hand. 

The  blessing  of  our  fellow  creatures  is 
expressive  of  their  good  wishes  and  pray¬ 
ers,  but  in  many  cases  can  aflbrd  no 
adequate  relief.  But  the  divine  blessing 
performs  the, mercy  promised  :  it  is  not  in 
word  only,  but  in  deed  and  reality  :  it  is 
an  actual  communication  of  what  is  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  blessing ;  it  is  all  we  need 
in  all  situations.  It  gives  strength  in 
weakness^  light  in  darkness,  consolation 
in  trouble,  relief  in  distress,  and  protection  . 
in  danger.  It  is  a  refuge  that  cannot  be 
invaded,  a  fortress  that  cannot  be  stormed. 

Satan  found  Job  under  the  protection 
of  th^  divine  blessing,  when  he  said,  Hast 
not  made  a  hedge  about  him,  and 
about  hit  ho  ise,  and  about  all  that  he 
hatri  «n)  every  side  ?  Thou  hast  blessed 
the  work  of  bis  bands,  and  his  substance 


is  increased  in  the  land.”  Such  a  protec¬ 
tion  bids  defiance  to  the  gates  of  hell.-— 
Balaam  was  sent  for  by  the  king  of  Moab 
to  come  and  curse  Israel,  and  devote  them 
to  destruction ;  but  he  found  them  under 
the  protection  of  the  divine  blessing,  and 
all  his  enchantments  were  unavailing; 
and  being  constrained  to  speak  the  word 
that  was  put  into  his  mouth,  he  said,  ^^How 
shall  I  curse  whom  God  has  not  cursed. 
Behold,  I  have  received  commandment  to 
bless ;  he  hath  blessed,  and  I  cannot  re¬ 
verse  it :  surely  there  is  no  enchantment 
against  Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divina¬ 
tion  again.st  Israel :  according  to  this  time 
it  shall  be  said  of  Jacob  and  of  Israel, 
What  has  (lod  wrought  ?”  In  the  divine 
blessing,  therefore,  we  may  put  our  trust ; 
for  if  (jod  be  for  us  who  can  be  against 
us  ?  Jacob  knowing  the  importance  of 
the  divine  blessing,  wrestled  to  obtain  it, 
and  said,  ^^I  will  not  let  thee  go  except 
thou  bless  me.” 

5.  It  may  here  be  asked.  In  what  did 
this  wrestling  consist,  by  which  the  blessing 
was  obtained  ?  By  wrestling  we  under¬ 
stand  a  trial  of  strength  and  dexterity, 
between  two  opponents,  who  strive  to 
throw  each  other  to  the  ground :  but  in 
scripture  the  word  is  used  for  a  vigorous 
exercise  of  spiritual  strength.  In  *this 
sense  we  are  said  to  wrestle  not  against 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities, 
against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places.  So  Jacob  ex¬ 
ercised  a  spiritual  power  when  he  wrestled 
with  the  angel :  he  exerted  the  power  of 
faith  and  prayer.  The  prophet  Hosea 
says,  By  his  strength  he  had  power  with 
God,  yea,  he  had  power  over  the  angel, 
and  prevailed  ;  he  wept  and  made  suppli¬ 
cation  unto  him.” — Ch.  xii.  v.  3.  4« 

When  we  weep  and  make  supplication 
for  the  divine  blessing,  we  put  forth  all 
the  energy  of  confidence,  of  desire,  of  hope 
and  expectation ;  we  display  not  the  spirit 
of  fear,  but  of  power,  U  of  a 
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sound  mind..  In  this  manner  Jacob  wres- 
ued  with  the  angel :  otherwise  he  could 
not  have  obtained  the  divine  blessing. — 
Bodily  exercise  profiteth  little,  but  the 
fervent  prayer  of  the  righfibus  availeth 
much  with  God.  The  prayer  of  Elijah, 
as  the  apostle  observes,  was  so  powerful 
as  to  shut  and  open  heaven.  The  prayer 
of  Moses  preserved  Israel  from  destruction, 
when  God  said,  ^‘Let  me  alone,  that  I 
may  consume  them.”  It  was  prayer  that 
delivered  Peter  out  of  prison,  and  from 
all  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  the 
Jews.  So  when  Jacob  wept  and  made 
supplication,  he  had  power  with  the  angel, 
and  prevailed. 

But  though  it  was  by  faith  and  prayer 
that  Jacob  prevailed,  it  seems  that  some 
corporeal  exercise  was  likewise  employed ; 
for  the  angel  wrestled  against  Jacob,  and 
when  he  saw  that  he  prevailed  not,  by  a 
touch  or  a  stroke,  as  the  word  might  be 
rendered,  he  put  his  thigh  out  of  joint. — 
As  this  was  to  deprive  him  of  muscular 
power,  it  appears  that  such  power  had 
been  employed  in  wrestling  with  the  an- 
gel. 

6.  But  for  what  purpose,  it  may  be 
asked,  could  the  angel  in  this  manner 
wrestle  with  Jacob  ?  To  this  we  reply, 
that  it  appears  to  have  been  the  design  of 
the  angel,  to  give  Jacob  the  assurance  that 
he  should  overcome  in  the  approaching  con¬ 
test  with  Esau.  This  assurance  he  gave 
him  by  a  sign,  according  to  the  prevailing 
custom  of  former  times.  It  was  a  frequent 
practice  with  the  ancient  prophets  to 
make  use  of  signs  to  shew  what  would 
come  to  pass,  and  to  impress  the  people’s 
minds  with  the  certainty  of  their  predic¬ 
tions.  For  this  purpose  Micah  made 
himself  horns  of  iron,  to  shew  the  king 
how  he  should  push  his  enemies  in  battle. 
Isaiah  walked  naked  and  barefoot  three 
years,  for  a  sign  that  the  Egyptians  and 
Ethiopians  should  be  led  away  in  this 
forlorn  condition,  by  the  king  of  Assyria. 
Ezekiel  took  a  tile,  and  pourtrayed  a  city 
upon  it,  and  laid  siege  to  it,  for  a  sign  that 
Jerusalem  should  be  invested  in  like  man¬ 
ner  by  its  enemies.  According  to  this 
custom  the  angel  gave  Jacob  a  sign,  he 
wrestled  with  him,  and  discovered  his  own 
superior  power,  and  yet  suffered  Jacob  to 
prevail,  which  was  a  sign  that  he  should 
prevail  over  Esau,  though  Esau  was  at 
that  time  so  much  more  powerful  than 
Jacob 

That  Jacob  was  to  view  the  transaction 


in  tills  light,  appears  by  what,  the  angel 
said  at  the  conclusion  of  the  contest ;  As 
a  prince  thou  hast  power^  whh  God  and 
with  men,  and  hast  prevailed  or,  as  the 
originaWmight  more  properly  be  rendered, 

As  a  prince  thou  hast  power  with  God ; 
and  with  men'thou  shalt  prevail.’’  It  may 
likewise  be  observed,  that  the  words  which 
in  our  version  are  rendered  with  God  and 
with  men,”  form  in  the  original  a  striking 
contrast ;  the  words  rendered  ^  with  God,’ 
signifying  with  the  mighty  Ruler  of  the 
world;”  and  the  words  rendered  ^with 
men,’  signify  with  men  in  a  weak  and 
perishing  condition.”  What  the  angel 
said  to  Jacob,  therefore,  amounted  to  this; 

As  thou  hast  power  with  the  great  Ruler 
of  the  universe,  thou  shalt  surely  prevail 
over  weak,  perishing  mortals.”  This  Ja¬ 
cob  would  clearly  understand,  and  would 
feel  full  confidence  in  the  promise  of  his 
deliverance,  illustrated  and  confirmed  by 
a  sign  from  heaven. 

But  this  was  not  said  till  the  end  of  the 
contest,  which  we  have  anticipated,  to 
shew  the  design  of  the  angel  in  wrestling 
with  Jacob ;  and  we  must  now'  return,  to 
notice  the  vigorous  and  persevering  efforts 
which  Jacob  employed  to  obtain  the  bless¬ 
ing. 

7.  He  was  not  induced  to  give  up  the 
contest  by  losing  the  use  of  a  limb ;  his 
bodily  lameness  did  not  subdue  the  vigour 
of  his  mind.  By  the  manner  in  which  his 
lameness  was  inflicted,  he  would  learn  the 
superior  power  of  the  person  with  whom 
\he  had  to  contend ;  he  who  had  so  easily 
taken  away  the  use  of  a  limb,  might  have 
taken  his  life  ;  and  therefore  Jacob  would 
know  that  he  was  not  to  prevail  by  bodily 
strength  :  hence  the  loss  of  that  strength 
did  not  discourage  him.  By  a  power  giv¬ 
en  him  from  above,  he  was  strong  in  faith, 
and  mighty  in  prayer :  whatever  pain  or 
weakness  of  body  he  might  feel,  he  was 
resolved,  in  the  strength  of  divine  grace,  to 
persevere  in  the  mighty  contest. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


DOCTRINES  OF  THE  QUAKERS. 

(Concluded  ftom  page  132.) 

^^A  m^onthly  meeting  is  usually  com¬ 
posed  of  several  particular  congregations, 
situated  within  a  convenient  distance  from 
each  other.  Its  business  is  to  provide  for 
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the  subsistence  of  the  poor^  and  for  the 
education  of  their  ofispring ;  to  judge  of 
the  sincerity  and  fitness  of  persons  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  convinced  of  the  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  society,  and  desiring  to  be 
admitted  into  menil^rship ;  to  excite  due 
attention  to  the  discharge  of  religious  and 
moral  duty  ;  and  to  deal  with  disorderly 
members.  Monthly  meetings  also  grant 
to  such  of  their  members  as  remove  into 
other  monthly  meetings  certificates  of  their 
membership  and  conduct ;  without  which 
they  cannot  gain  membership  in  such 
meetings.  Each  monthly  meeting  is  re¬ 
quired  to  appoint  certain  persons,  under 
the  name  of  overseers,  who  are  to  take 
care  that  the  rules  of  our  discipline  be  put 
in  practice;  and  when  any  case  of  com¬ 
plaint,  or  disorderly  conduct,  comes  to 
their  knowledge,  to  see  that  private  ad¬ 
monition,  agreeably  to  the  Gospel  rule 
before  mentioned,  be  given,  previously  to 
its  being  laid  before  the  monthly  meeting. 

When  a  case  is  introduced,  it  is  usual 
for  a  small  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
visit  the  offender,  to  endeavour  to  convince 
him  of  his  error,  and  to  induce  him  to  for¬ 
sake  and  condemn  it.  If  they  succeed, 
the  person  is  by  minute  declared  to  have 
made  satisfaction  for  the  offence ;  if  not, 
he  is  disowned  as  a  member  of  the  soci¬ 
ety. 

^^In  disputes  between  individuals,  it  has 
long  been  the  decided  judgment  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  that  its  members  should  not  sue  each 
other  at  law.  It  therefore  enjoins  all  to 
end  their  differences  by  speedy  and  impar¬ 
tial  arbitration,  agreeably  to  rules  laid 
down.  If  any  refuse  to  adopt  this  mode, 
or,  having  adopted  it,  to  submit  to  the 
award;  it  is  the  direction  of  the  yearly 
meeting  that  such  be  disowned. 

/^To  monthly  meetings  also  belongs  the 
allowing  of  marriages ;  for  our  society  hath 
always  scrupled  to  acknowledge  the  ex¬ 
clusive  authority  of  the  priests  in  the 
solemnization  of  marriage.  Those  who 
intend  to  marry  appear  together,  and  pro¬ 
pose  their  intention  to  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ing;  and  if  not  attended  by  their  parents 
and  guardians,  produce  a  written  certificate 
of  their  consent,  signed  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses.  The  meeting  then  appoints  a 
committee  to  inquire  whether  they  be  clear 
of  other  engagements  respecting  marriage ; 
and  if  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  to  which  the 
parties  also  come  and  declare  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  their  intention,  no  objections  be  re- 
ported|  they  have  the  meeting’s  consent  to 


solemnize  their  intended  marriage.  This  la 
done  in  a  public  meeting  for  worship, 
wards  the  close  whereof  the  parties  stand  up^ 
and  solemnly  take  each  other  for  husband 
and  wife.  Alkitificate  of  the  proceedings  is 
then  publicly  read,  and  signed  by  the  par-- 
ties,  and  afterwards  by  the  relations  and 
others  as  witnesses.  Of  such  marriage  the 
monthly  meeting  keeps  a  record ;  as  also 
of  the  births  and  burials  of  its  members. 
A  certificate  of  the  date  of  the  name  of  the 
infant,  and  of  its  parents,  signed  by  those 
present  at  the  birth,  is  the  subject  of  one 
of  these  last-mentioned  records  ;*  and  an 
order  for  the  interment,  countersigned  by 
the  grave-maker,  of  the  other.  The  nam¬ 
ing  of  children  is  without  ceremony. — 
Burials  are  also  conducted  in  a  simple 
manner.  The  body,  followed  by  the  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends,  is  sometimes,  previously 
to  interment,  carried  to  a  meeting ;  and 
at  the  grave  a  pause  is  generally  made : 
on  both  which  occasions  it  frequently  falls 
out  that  one  or  more  friends  present  have 
somewhat  to  express  for  the  edification  of 
those  who  attend  ;  but  no  religious  rite  is 
considered  as  an  essential  part  of  burial. 

Several  monthly  meetings  compose  a 
quarterly  meeting.  At  the  quarterly  meet¬ 
ings  are  produced  written  answers  from 
the  monthly  meetings  to  certain  queries 
respecting  the  conduct  of  their  members, 
and  the  meeting’s  care  over  them.  The 
accounts  thus  received  are  digested  into 
one,  which  is  sent,  also  in  the  form  of 
answers  to  queries,  by  representatives  to 
the  yearly  meeting.  Appeals  from  the 
judgment  of  monthly  meetings  are  brought 
to  the  quarterly  meetings,  whose  business 
also  it  is  to  assist  in  any  difficult  case,  or 
where  remissness  appears  in  the  care  of 
the  monthly  meetings  over  the  individuals 
who  compose  them. — There  are  seven 
yearly  meetings,  viz.  1.  London,  to  which 
come  representatives  from  Ireland  ; — 2. 
New-England ; — 3.  New-York ; — 4.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  New-Jersey ; — 5.  Maryland; 
— 6.  Virginia  ; — 7*  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia. 

^‘The  yearly  meeting  has  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  society  in  the  coun¬ 
try  in  which  it  is  established ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  as  the  accounts  which  it  receives 
discover  the  state  of  inferior  meetings,  as 
particular  exigencies  require,  or  as  the 
meeting  is  impressed  with  a  sense  of  duty, 
it  gives  forth  its  advice,  making  such  reg¬ 
ulations  as  appear  to  be  requisite,  or  excites 
to  the  observance  of  those  already  made ; 
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a^jd  sometitties  appoints  committees  to  visit 
those  quarterly  meetings  which  appear  to 
be  in  need  of  immediate  advice.  Appeals 
from  the  judgment  of  quarterjy  meetings 
are  here  finally  determinecpipnd  a  bro¬ 
therly  correspondence,  by  epistles,  is 
maintained  with  other  yearly  meetings. 

In  this  place  it  is  proper  to  add,  that, 
as  we  believe  women  may  be  rightly  call¬ 
ed  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  we  also 
think  that  to  them  belongs  a  share  in  the 
support  of  our  Christian  discipline  ;  and 
that  some  parts  of  it,  wherein  their  own 
sex  is  concerned,  devolve  on  them  with 
peculiar  propriety ;  accordingly  they  have 
monthly,  quarterly,  and  yearly  meetings 
of  their  own  sex,  held  at  the  same  time 
and  in  the  same  place  with  those  of  the 
men ;  but  separately,  and  without  the 
power  of  making  rules ;  and  it  may  be 
remarked,  that,  during  the  persecutions 
which  in  the  last  century  occasioned  the 
imprisonment  of  so  many  of  the  men,  the 
care  of  the  poor  often  fell  on  the  women, 
and  was  by  them  satisfactorily  administer¬ 
ed. 

‘^In  order  that  those  who  are  in  the 
situation  of  Ministers  may  have  the  tender 
sympathy  and  counsel  of  those  of  either 
sex,  who  by  their  experience  in  the  work 
of  religion,  are  qualified  for  that  service, 
the  monthly  meetings  are  advised  to  select 
such,  under  the  denomination  of  elders. — 
These,  and  ministers  approved  by  their 
monthly  meetings,  have  meetings  peculiar 
to  themselves,  called  meetings  of  ministers 
and  elders  ;  in  which  they  have  an  op[)or- 
tunily  of  exciting  each  other  to  a  discharge 
of  tlieir  several  duties,  and  of  extending 
advice  to  those  who  may"  appear  to  be 
weak,  without  any  needless  exposure. — 
Such  meetings  are  generally  held  in  the 
compass  of  each  monthly,  quarterly,  aiid 
yearly  meeting.  They  are  conducted  by 
rules  prescribed  by  the  yearly  meeting, 
and  have  no  authority  to  make  any  altera¬ 
tion  or  addition  to  them.  The  members 
of  them  unite  with  tlieir  brethren  in  the 
meetings  for  discipline,  and  are  equally 
accountable  to  the  latter  for  their  conduct. 

“It  is  to  a  meeting  of  this  kind  in  Lon¬ 
don,  called  the  second-day^s  morning 
meeting,  that  the  revisal  of  manuscripts 
concerning  our  principles,  previously  to 
publication,  is  intrusted  by  the  yearly 
meeting  held  in  ]..ondon  ;  and  also  the 
granting,  in  the  intervals  of  the  yearly 
meeting,  of  ceiriticates  of  approbation  to 
such  ministers  as  aie  cortcerned  if»  travel 
in  the  work  of  the  ministiy  in  foreign 


parts,  in  addition  to  those  granted  by  liicir 
monthly  and  quarterly  meetings.  When 
a  visit  of  this  kind  doth  not  extend  luyond 
Great  Britain,  a  certificate  from  the  month¬ 
ly  meeting  of  which  the  minister  is  a 
member  is  sufficient;  if  to  Ireland,  the 
concurrence  of  the  quarterly  meeting  is 
also  required.  Regulations  of  similar  ten¬ 
dency  obtain  in  other  yearly  meetings. 

The  yearly  meeting  of  London,  in  the 
year  lG7o,  appointed  a  meeting  to  be 
held  in  that  city,  for  the  purpose  of  advis¬ 
ing  and  assisting  in  cases  of  suffering  for 
conscience-sake,  which  hath  continued 
with  great  use  to  the  society  to  this  day. 
It  is  composed  of  friends,  under  the  name 
of  correspondents,  chosen  by  the  several 
quarterly  meetings,  and  who  reside  m  or 
near  the  society.  The  same  meetings 
also  appoint  members  of  their  own  in  the 
country  as  correspondents,  who  are  to  join 
their  brethren  in  London  on  emergency. 
The  names  of  all  these  correspondents, 
previously  to  their  being  recorded  as  such, 
are  submitted  to  the  approbation  of  the 
yearly  meeting.  Those  of  the  men  who 
are  approved  ministers  are  also  members 
of  this  meeting,  which  is  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  for  sufferings ;  a  name  arising  from  its 
original  purpose,  which  is  not  yet  become 
entirely  obsolete. 

I'he  yearly  Meeting  has  intrusted  the 
meeting  for  sufferings  with  the  care  of 
printing  and  distributing  books,  and  with 
the  management  of  its  stock  ;  and,  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  standing  committee  of  the  yearly 
meeting,  it  hath  a  general  care  of  whatever 
may  arise,  during  the  intervals  of  that 
meeting,  affecting  tlie  society,  and  requir¬ 
ing  immediate  attentton,  particularly  ol 
those  circumstances  which  may  occasion 
an  application  to  government. 

.  ‘‘Tliere  is  not,  in  any  of  the  meetings 
which  have  been  mentioned,  any  president, 
as  we  believe  that  divine  wisdom  alone 
ought  to  preside ;  nor  hath  any  member 
a  right  to  claim  pre-eminence  over  the 
rest.  The  office  of  clerk,  with  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  is  undertaken  voluntarily  by 
some  member ;  as  is  also  the  keeping  ef 
the  records.  When  these  are  very  volu- 
minous,  and  require  a  house  for  their 
deposit,  (as  is  the  case  in  London,  where 
the  general  records  of  the  society  in  Great 
Britain  are  kept,)  a  clerk  is  hired  to  have 
the  care  of  them  ;  but  except  a  few  clerks 
of  this  kind,  and  persons  who  have  tbe^ 
care  of  meeting-houses,  none  receive  any 
stipend  or  gratuity  for  their  services  in  our 
religious  society.’^ 
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RICHARD  BAXTER. 

This  eminently  pious  man  was  called 
to  pass  through  a  life  of  toil,  and  sorrow,* 
and  persecution,  to  the  mansions  of  eternal 
rest.  Jn  very  early  life  he  appears  to 
have  been  under  the  induence  of  religious 
impressions.  His  father  said  with  tears 
of  joy  to  a  friend,  My  son  Richard,  I 
hope,  was  sanctified  from  the  womb ;  for 
when  he  was  but  a  child,  if  he  heard  other 
children  using  profane  words,  he  would 
always  reprove  them.^^  As  he  grew  up 
in  life,  he  entered  on  the  Christian  minis¬ 
try,  and  when  he  became  a  preacher,  was 
wont  to  say, 

preach  as  if  I  ne’er  should  preach  again, 

And  as  a  dying  man  to  dying  men.” 

The  principal  sphere  of  his  labours,  was 
at  Kidderminster,  where  his  ministrations 
were  crowned  with  rematkable  success, 
till,  after  a  few  active  years,  he  was  driven 
by  persecution  from  the  field  of  his  exer¬ 
tions.  This  great  and  good  man,  however, 
as  long  as  he  was  able,  continued  to 
preach.  Worn  out  with  trouble,  fatigue, 
and  disease,  when  he  last  officiated  in 
public,  he  almost  died  in  the  pulpit.  Con¬ 
fined  at  length  to  his  bed,  and  feeling  the 
approach  of  death,  his  last  hours  were 
spent  in  preparing  others  and  himself  to 
appear  before  God.  To  his  friends  who 
visited  him,  he  said,  ‘‘You  came  hither  to 
learn  to  die ;  I  can  assure  you  that  your 
whole  life,  be  it  ever  so  long  is  little  enough 
to  prepare  for  death.  Have  a  care  of  this 
vain,  deceitful  world,  and  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh ;  be  sure  you  choose  God  for  your 
portion,  heaven  for  your  home,  God’s  glory 
for  your  end,  his  word  for  your  rule,  and 
then  you  need  never  fear  but  we  shall 
meet  with  comfort.”  Never  was  a  peni¬ 
tent  sinner  more  humble  in  debasing  him¬ 
self;  never  was  a  sincere  believer  more 
calm  and  comfortable.  He  acknowledged 
himself  to  be  the  vilest  dunghill-worm  (his 
usual  expression)^ that  ever  went  to  heaven. 
He  admired  the  divine  condescension  to 
us,  often  saying,  “  Lord,  what  is  man  ? — 
What  am  I,  a  vile  worm,  to  the  great 
God?”  ’  Many  times  he  prayed,  “God 
be  merciful  to  me,  a  sinner !”  and  blessed 
God  that  this  was  left  upon  record  in  the 
Gospel,  as  an  effectual  prayer.  He  said, 
^  God  may  justly  condemn  me  for  the  best 
^ttuty  I  ever  did ;  and  all  my  hopes  are 
from  the  free  mercy  of  God  in  Christ.” 
which  he  often  prayed  for.  After  a 
sluiiiber,  be  waked  and  said,  “I  shall  rest 


from  my  labour.^  A  minister  then  pre¬ 
sent,  obs^ed|,^“,And  your  works  follow 
wWn^e  replied,  “No  works; 
1  will  leavtf  pm  works,  if  God  will  grant 
me  the  When  a  friend  was  com¬ 

forting  him  witli  the  remembrance  of  the 
good  many  had  received  by  his  preaching 
and  writings,  .he  said,  “  I  was  but  a  pen 
in  God’s  hand,  and  what  praise  is  due  to 
a  pen  ?”  His  resigned  submission  to  the 
will  of  God,  in  his  sharp  sickness  was 
eminent.  When  extremity  of  pain  con¬ 
strained  him  earnestly  to  pray  to  God  for 
his  release  by  death,  he  would  check  him¬ 
self,  saying,  “It  is  not  fit  for  me  to  pre¬ 
scribe  :  wfi^n  thou  wilt,  what  thou  wilt, 
and  how  thou  wilt.”  Being  in  great  an¬ 
guish,  he  said,  “O  how  unsearchable  are 
his  ways,  and  his  paths  past  finding  out ! 
the  riches  of  his  providence  we  cannot 
fathom!”  and  to  his  friends,  “Do  not 
think  the  worse  of  religion  for  what  you 
see  me  suffer.”  Being  often  asked  how  it 
was  with  his  inward  man,  be  replied,  “1 
bless  God  1  have  a  well  grounded  assurance 
of  my  eternal  happiness,  and  great  peace 
and  comfort  within,”  but  it  was  his  trouble 
that  he  could  not  express  it,  by  reason  of 
extreme  pain.  He  said,  “Flesh  must 
perish,  and  we  must  feel  the  perishing  of 
it;”  and  though  his  judgment  submitted, 
yet  sense  would  still  make  him  groan. — ^ 
His  mind  was  greatly  comforted  with  the 
apostle’s  desription  of  heaven,  Heb.  xii. 
22.  This  scripture,  he  said,  deserved  a 
thousand  thousand  .thoughts.  He  gave 
excellent  advice  to  some  young  ministers: 
who  visited  him,  and  earnestly  prayed  to 
God  to  bless  their  labours,  and  make  them 
the  instruments  of  winning  souls  to  Christ. 
To  a  particular  friend,  w'ho  visited  him 
the  day  before  he  died,  he  said,  1  have 
pain  ;  there  is  no  arguing  against  sense  ^ 
but  I  have  peace,  1  have  peace !”  His 
friend  said,  “  You  are  now  approaching 
your  long-desired  home;”  he  miswered, 
“  I  believe,  I  believe  !”  He  expressed  a 
great  willingness  to  die,  and  during  his 
sickness,  when  the^  question  was  asked 
how  he  did,  his  reply  was,  “  Almost  well !” 
His  joy  was  most  remarkable,  when,  in  his 
own  apprehension,  death  was  nearest.  He 
fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  December  8th,  1691* 

Such  is  the  infection  of  malice,  that  as 
poison  spreads  itself  into  all  parts  of  the 
body,  so  malice  spreads  Itself  into  all  the 
parts  of  the  soul,  and  sours  all  the  thoughts 
with  the  same  leaven. 
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ACCOUNT  OP  A  MALABAR  DEVOTEE. 

A  certain  inan^  on  the  Malabar  coast^ 
had  inquired  of  various  devotees  and 
priests  9  hovr  he  might  make  atonement 
for  his  sins  ;  and  at  last  he  wij^  directed 
to  drive  iron  spikes^  sufficiently  blunted, 
through  his  sandals  ;  and  on  these  spikes 
he  was  directed  to  place  his  naked  feet, 
««and  to  walk,  if  I  mistake  not,  250  coss, 
that  is,  about  480  miles.  If  through  loss 
of  blood,  or  weakness  of  body,  he  was 
obliged  to  halt,  he  might  wait  for  healing 
and  strength.  He  undertook  the  journey, 
and  while  he  halted  under  a  large  shady 
tree,  where  the  Gospel  was  sometimes 
preached,  one  of  the  Missionaries  came, 
and  preached  in  his  hearing  from  these 
words,  ^  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleans- 
cth  us  from  all  sin.’  While  he  was  preach¬ 
ing,  the  man  rose  up,  threw  off  his  tortur¬ 
ing  sandals,  and  cried  out  aloud,  ^This 
is  what  1  want’ ;  and  he  became  a  lively 
witness,  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
does  cleanse  from  all  sins  indeed. 


BE  NOT  UNEQUALLY  YOKED. 

^^When  I  have  seen,”  (says  the  late 
Andrew  Fuller  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,)  “a 
pious  young  man  marry  an  irreligious 
woman,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  how  will 
you  be  able  to  bury  her?  You  may  lay 
your  bones,  or  have  them  laid  some  day 
by  her  side,  or  even  mingle  dust  with  her ; 
but  you  will  be  parted  at  the  resurrection. 
But  when  1  see  two  who  have  been  fellow 
heirs  of  the  grace  of  life,  walking  together 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  though  one  must 
expect  to  be  taken  first,  yet  how  cheering 
the  hope  of  meeting  again  to  part  no 
more.”  — 

GOING  TO  LAW. 

There  is  nobody  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  vast  trouble,  and  charge,  and  loss 
of  time,  and  distraction  of  mind,  that  at¬ 
tends  going  to  law,  but  must  be  convinced 
that  it  is  better  to  sit  down  with  a  small 
loss,  than  to  take  a  .method  which  will 
expose  him  to  a  much  greater. 

REMARKABLE  PRESERVATIpN. 

In  the  vast  country  of  Louisiana,  a 
Catholic  Missionary  had  been  sent  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Indians ;  but  some  of  the 
most  ferocious  tribes  surrounded  him,  and 
were  just  about  to  put  him  to  a  cruel  death. 
Having  a  small  looking-glass^  which  he 


had  artfully  concealed  beneath  his  clothes,, 
and  placing  it  on  his  breast,  he  in  a  plain¬ 
tive  tone  remonstrated  with  them  on  the 
cruelty  and  ingratitude  of  their  killing  a 
man  who  had  them  all  in  his  heart.  The 
astonished  savages,  each  in  their  turn,  be¬ 
holding  his  own  figure  in  the  glass  (a  piece 
of  art  they  never  had  seen  before,)  con¬ 
verted  their  rage  into  admiration  and 
esteem  for  a  man  who  they  perceived  had 
them  all  in  his  heart ! 

For  the  Friendly  Visitor. 

HUMAN  HAPPINESS. 

Our  friends,  though  the  medicine  of 
life — our  health,  though  the  balm  of  nature 
— are  a  most  precarious  possession.  How 
soon  may  the  first  become  a  corpse  in  our 
arms,  and  how  easily  is  the  latter  destroy¬ 
ed  in  its  vigour  ! 

We  have  all  seen,  no  doubt,  a  set  of 
pretty  painted  birds  perched  on  the  trees, 
or  sporting  in  the  meadows ;  you  was 
pleased  with  the  lovely  visitants  that 
brought  beauty  on  their  wings,  and  melody 
in  their  throats. — But  can  we  insure  the 
continuance  of  this  agreeable  entertain¬ 
ment  ?  No,  truly  !  at  the  least  disturbing 
noise,  at  the  least  terrifying  appearance,, 
they  start  from  their  seats,  they  mount 
the  skies,  and  are  gone  in  an  instant.— 
Would  you  choose  to  have  a  happiness 
which  bears  date  with  their  arrival,  and 
expires  at  their  departure  ?  If  we  could 
not  be  content  with  a  portion  enjoyable 
only  through  such  a  fortuitous  term,  not  of 
years,  but  of  moments — O  I  we  should 
then  take  up  with  nothing  earthly,  but  set 
our  affections  upon  things  above :  there 
alone  is  no  variableness,  or  shadow  of 
turning.  Such  are  all  sublunary  things, 
exposed  to  perpetual  vicissitudes.  How 
often  and  how  soon  have  the  faint  echoes 
of  renown  slept  in  silence  or  been  convert¬ 
ed  into  clamour’s  obloquy  !  The  same 
lips  almost  with  the  same  breath  cry 
^‘Hosannah”  and  ‘^Crucify!”  Thus  it 
is  through  life,  pleasure  and  pain  unite  to 
form  a  mixture.  But  could  the  component 
parts  be  separated,  we  should  naturally 
reject  every  disagreeable  particle,  and 
therefore  destroy  the  efficacy  of  the  whole. 
For  pleasure,  if  taken  alone,  would  soon 
lose  its  relish ;  nay,  become  tasteless  and 
insipid  ;  but  mingled  with  a  due  portion  . 
of  pain,  it  is  swallowed  with  avidity,  and  ^ 
leaves  a  flavour  upon  the  palate  both 
delightful  and  wholesome.  J. 
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(For  the  Friendly  Vieitor.) 


THE  POOL  BETHESDA. 

Come  ye  wither’d,  lame  and  blind, 

That  fain  would  be  made  whole ; 

Christ  a  healing  balm  you’ll  find, 
'Forev’ry  wounded  soul. 

Better  than  Bethesda  pool, 

He  will  all  thy  sins  forgive ; 

Ask  thee,  wilt  thou  be  made  whole, 

And  bid  thee  walk  and  live. 

The  healing  virtues  of  that  well. 

The  angel’s  presence  gave ; 

Jesus  conquer'd  death  and  hell, 

And  triumph’d  o’er  the  grave. 

He  redeem’d  thy  soul  from  woe, 

He  can  health  and  peace  impart : 

Save  from  sin  that  deadly  foe. 

And  cleanse  the  contrite  heart. 

He  that  brake  the  bands  of  death. 

Can  free  the  soul  from  sin  ; 

He  that  gives  the  praying  breath.. 

Can  make  the  leper  clean. 

We  no  troubled  waters  need, 

Who  the  kind  Physician  know ; 

He  his  flock  will  lead  and  feed. 

Where  living  waters  flow. —  S. 

From  the  Chrutian  Journal. 

Flattering  world !  illusive  pleasure. 

All  your  snares,  unmoved,  1  see,  • 

Nothing  short  of  heavenly  treasure 
Moves  my  soul  or  comforts  me. 

1  seek  to  know 
The  joys  that  flow 

From  God’s  right  hand  to  saints  below ; 

And  would  with  all  my  powers  adore 

My  God,  and  hourly  love  him  more. 

O  Father !  teach  my  willing  soul 
To  walk  in  Wisdom’s  pleasant  way ; 

Still  struggling  forward  to  the  goal ; 
Improving  time  while  yet  *  tis  day: 

If  thou  should’st  see 
’Tis  good  for  me 

To  sorrow  here,  so  let  it  be ; 

But  grant  me,  when  this  life  is  past, 

Through  Jesus,' heavenly  peace  at  last. 


THE  CRUCIFIXION. 

by'  JAMES  MONTGOMERY. 

I  asked  the  heavens — “  What  foe  to  God  hath 
done 

This  unexampled  deed?”— The  heavens  exclaim, 
Twas  man ;  and  we  in  horror  snatched  the  sun 
From  such  a  spectacle  of  guilt  and  shame.” 

I  asked  the  sea ;  the  sea  in  fury  boil’d, 

And  ansW^ered  with  bis  voice  of  storms — “  Twas 
man ; 

My  wave  In  panic  at  his  crime  recoil’d. 
Disclos'd  the  abyss,  and  from  the  centre  ran.” 

I  asic’d  the  earth  ;  the  earth  replied  aghast, 
Twas  man ;  and  such  strange  pangs  my  bosom 
‘  rent, 

That  still  1  groan  and  shudder  at  the  past.” 

To  man,  gay,  smiling,  thoughtless  man,  I  went 
And  asked  him  next ; — He  turned  a  scornful  eye. 
Shook  his  proud  be^,  and  deign’d  me  no  reply. 


si?CRDAY,  MAV  14,  1826. 


The  Anniversary  of  the  Sunday  School 
Union  was  celebrated  at  the  Castle  Garden 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  place  was  commo¬ 
dious,  and  well  filled :  it  was  judged  that 
10,000  persons  at  least  including  the 
scholars  were  present — it  was  quite  an  in¬ 
teresting  spectacle.  There  were  the 
erable  who  would  soon  leave  the  stage  of 
action,  beholding  the  rising  generation, 
and  constrasting  the  dififereuce  between 
this  and  former  years ;  there  the  mother 
beholding  her  offspring,  not  left  to  the 
vices  and  ignorance  which  might  have 
been  their  lot,  but  brought  forth  by  educa¬ 
tion,  to  feel  the  importance  of  conducting 
with  propriety  and  Christian  regularity  to 
become  useful  members  of  society  ;  the 
minister  could  look  on  with  hopes  that 
the  rising  cloud  would  soon  cover  the 
heavens,  or  the  mustard  seed  taking  root 
soon  come  to  be  a  tree,  the  branches  of 
which  would  afford  shelter,  or  like  the 
leaven  hid,  which  soon  leavens  the  whole 
lump ;  the  moralizer  could  'look  on  and 
say,  who  of  these  shall  become  officers  of 
state,  good  citizens,  husbands,  wives,  ai)4 
who  shall  end  their  days  in  shame  ^1^4’ 
misery ;  though  by  the  bye,  we  understiffid 
that  no  instance  ha*s  yet  occurred,  amoi^ 
the  many  juvenile  offenders,  of  one  being 
an  attender  upon  the  Sabbath  School.— 
After  the  large  concourse  had  been  called 
to  order,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cox  addressed  the 
throne  of  grace ;  a  hymn  suited  to  the  oc¬ 
casion  was  sung ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cone 
addressed  the  assembly  and  the  children ; 
after  which  tiiere  being  some  appearance 
of  rain  the  company  dispersed.  One  thing 
we  regretted,  viz.  that  the  children  had 
not  been  all  regularly  seated  on  the  galle¬ 
ries  above  the  area,  where  a  full  view 
might  have  been  had,  and  the  spectators 
being  below  would  have  beard  the  ad¬ 
dresses  to  much  better  advantage.  The 
Superintendents  and  Teachers  deserve  all 
the  encouragement  an  enlightened  public 
may  see  fit  to  bestow.  Many  of  them 
deprive  themselves  of  many  privileges  on 
the  Sabbath,  to  teach  the  youth ;  and  also 
are  at  considerable  expense.  We  were 
sorry  to  see  so  little  attention  paid  to  the 
collection  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Schools. 
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DOMESTIC.  % 


From  the  12th  of  April  to  the  1st  of  May,  349 
boats  departed  from  Albany,  laden  with  3,(K58 
tons  merchandise,  &lc.  ^17)096  were  paid  the 
Collector  for  toil. 

A  number  of  persons  in  a  respectable  board¬ 
ing  house  were  thrown  into  consternation  as 
well  as  sickness,  by  taking  some  arsenic  in  tea, 
which  had  been  put  in  unwittingly  by  a  do¬ 
mestic,  it  having  been  purchased  for  another 
purpose :  they  are  all,  howrever,  presumiid  out 
of  danger. 

A  Printer  and  an  Editor  had  a  scuffle  in 
Leiington,  Ky.  on  the  18th  ult.  and  in  the  ren¬ 
counter  the  Printer  received  a  mortal  wound. 
The  Editor  was  examined,  and  acquitted  on  the 
ground  that  he  acted  in  self-defence. 

Fires. — Several  fires  of  late :  one  on  board 
the  schooner  Exit,  by  the  boiling  over  of  a  pot 
of  pitch — extinguished  without  much  injury. — 
On  the  6th  inst.  corner  of  Prince  and  Laurens 
Streets;  burnt  three  stables  and  a  dwelling 
house,  and  injured  some  others.  The  bank  in 
Taunton  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  but  put 
out  with  the  loss  of  a  few  hundred  dollars ; 
supposed  to  have  been  done  by  some  who  had 
broken  into  the  bank,  but  could  not  get  at  the 
money. 

An  Iron  Steam- Boat  has  been  built  on  the 
Susquehanna,  and  arrived  at  Port  Deposit  a  few 
days  since. 

On  the  28th  ult.  Rev.  Charles  Bonwell  of  the 


grows  spontaneously  in  abundance,  jind  of  the 
finest  quality.  Samples  of  sugar  and  cotton 
were  brought  to  Nantucket,  by  Capt*  Gardner. 

Prom  Africa  we  learn,  the  colony  is  prosper¬ 
ing,  and  they  are  building  a  pier  of  stone  and 
mortar,  to  extend  into  the  river  one  hundred 
feet,  at  which  a  fifty  ton  schooner  can  load. — 
There  were  four  vessels  lying  there,  and  in  the 
dry  season,  they  are  never  without  strangers. — 
Seeds  have  been  sent  out,  and  they  are  enclos¬ 
ing  five  hundred  acres  with  a  public  fence. 

A  trial  for  forgery,  in  Bristol,  excited  much 
feeling,  as  the  person,  a  young  man  named 
Savery,  son  of  a  respectable  banker  of  that 
city,  plead  Ouitty,  and  the  judge  pronounced 
sentence  of  death.  One  of  the  prosecutors 
came  forward  and  recommended  him  for  mercy. 
The  court  were  very  much  affected. 

A  town  named  Belida,  near  Algiers,  has  been 
destroyed  by  an  earthquake :  it  contained 
10,000  inhabitants,  and  was  very  flourishing. 


MARRIED. 


On  the  30th  ult.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crowell,  Mr.  David  B. 
Betts,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Sprague. 

On  the  3d  inst.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Peter  Chisholm, 
to  Miss  Ann  McDonald. 

On  the  the  4th  inst  by  Rev  Dr.  Milledoller,  Mr.  Oliver 
W.  Willis,  to  iVliss  Jane  Cories. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Henry  P.  W.  Brainerd,  to  Miss  Jane  M* 
Sutton. 

On  the  5th,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brientnall,  Mr.  Samuel  N.  Heath, 
to  Miss  Selina  Smith. 

Same  day,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  Henry  Hoffman, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Newman. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church  put  an  end  to  his 
existence  in  Virginia,  by  hanging  himself  to  a 
loom.  He  had  been  a  minister  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  was  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age : 
ne  had  been  for  a  short  time  under  mental  de¬ 
rangement. 

Ninety-seven  thousand  eggs  were  lately 
brought  from  Albany  by  the  canal  boats. 

A  young  man,  stage  driver  on  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  road,  losing  his  hat,  reached  and  fell  from 
bis  seat ;  the  w^heel  passed  over  him,  and  be 
was  killed.  The  horses  ran,  and  coming  in 
contact  with  a  wagon,  dislocated  the  shoulder 
of  one  man,  and  ail  the  passengers  were  more 
or  less  hurt. 


FOREIGN. 

.  The  Moravian  Missionaries  among  the  Es¬ 
quimaux  state  in  letters  dated  July,  1824,  that 
tne  cold  of  the  last  winter  had  been  intense, 
but  their  labours  arc  blessed,  and  the  settlements 
prosperous  hi  that  country  ;  two  of  their  num¬ 
ber  were  about  to  return  to  Europe,  after  thirty- 
four  years  faithful  service  in  that  mission.  Wbo 
is  willing  to  go  and  do  likewise  ^  here  is  self- 
denial,  here  is  love  for  the  souls  of  men ! 

From  the  Sandwich  Islands  we  learn,  that 
the  war  is  mostly  ended,  and  that  the  missionaries 
are  safe.  Great  improvements  are  making  in 
civilized  life.  At  Otaheite  a  sugar  manufactory 
has  been  established ;  where  excellent  sugar  is 
made  from  the  native  cane.  A  cotton  manu- 
CMtory  has  been  erected  in  Eimeo,  and  is  to  be 
put  in  motion  by  water  power :  cotton  it  b  said 


Same  day,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Daniel  M'Fee,  to  Mis^ 
Mary  O.  Dwyer. 

Sunday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Stephen  Rudd, 
Jun.  to  Miss  Catharine  Aun  Fisher. 

Monday  morning,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Milner,  Mr.  Schuyler  H« 
Goodel4  to  Miss  Evelina  Minard. 

Monday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  William  Pink¬ 
ney,  to  Miss  Sally  Terry. 

t)n  Tuesday  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Kuypers,  Mr.  Edward 
Burke,  to  Miss  Jane  Robinson. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr  Spring,  Mr.  Robert  Waite, 
Jun.  to  Miss  Sarah  Mai^retta,  daughter  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Oakley,  merchant  of  this  city. 

DIED. 

On  the  5th  inst  Mr.  John  D.  Miller,  in  the  >6th  year  of 
his  age. 

Same  day,  Mr.  James  Dunlap,  in  the32d  year  of  his  age. 

On  the  9th,  Mr  John  Gawey,  aged  21. 

On  the  KHh,  Mr.  John  Webster,  aged  68. 

If  Deaths  in  this  city  week  before  lastj  50;  Philadelphia  4f. 
Last  week,  96.  24  Consumption. 
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It  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  weekly  in  the 
city,  at  Two  dollars  per  year,  payable  quarterly. 

To  Country  Subscribers,  it  will  be  sent  at  Two 
dollars  per  year,  payable  half  yearly  in  advance. 

All  communications  must  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  at  John  C.  Totten’s,  Bowery,  (post 
where  subscriptions  will  be  received. 
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